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Introduction 

 Instead of being treated as a single, unified 
subject, philosophy is typically broken down 
into a number of specialties and it is common 
for contemporary philosophers to be experts in 
one field but know little about another. After all, 
philosophy addresses complex issues from all 
facets of life - being an expert on all of 
philosophy would entail being an expert on all 
of the most fundamental questions which life 
has to offer.  



Thinking Philosophically 



Our Concern 

 Certain problems are of  wider importance which 

concern common people in general and intellectuals in 

particular. Social Equality, Self-Knowledge and 

Rationality are such issues which involve any self 

conscious person and specialists in other disciplines like 

Politics and Sociology. Philosophical understanding of 

these issues look into the most fundamental conditions 

and reasons of which constitute them. First we need to 

understand the main branches of philosophy, so we can 

easily make distinctions between all problems. 

 



Think…Think…Think… 

 ?????????????? 



Problems & Branches 

 Each branch of philosophy is entirely autonomous - 

there is often much overlap between some fields, in 

fact. For example, political and legal philosophy often 

cross with ethics and morality, while metaphysical 

questions are common topics in the philosophy of 

religion. Sometimes even deciding which branch of 

philosophy a question properly belongs in isn't very 

clear. Here are some main branches of philosophy. 

 



Main Branches 

 Epistemology 

 Metaphysics 

 Logic and the Philosophy of Language 

 Ethics  

 Aesthetics 

 Philosophy of Education 

 Philosophy of History 

 Philosophy of Mind 

 Philosophy of Religion 

 Philosophy of Science 

 Political and Legal Philosophy 
 
 



Problems in Philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 We will discuss here only the problems related 

to Metaphysics, Epistemology, Ethics and Logic. 



Metaphysics 

Metaphysics investigates the nature, structure and 

value of reality. 

 



Problems of Metaphysics 

 There is a basic question about the ultimate 
substance as to how many substances are 
required to constitute this world? Here are some 
theories regarding this: 

 Dualism 

 Monism 

 Materialism 

 Spiritualism 

 Pluralism 



Epistemology 

 Epistemology literally means “science of 

knowledge.” 



Problems of Epistemology 

 What is the nature of Knowledge? 

 What is the nature of the process of knowledge? 

 What are the sources of Knowledge? 

Rationalism  

Empiricism  

Intuitionism 

 What is the criteria of determining truth? 

The Correspondence Theory of Truth. 

The Coherence Theory of Truth. 

The Pragmatic Theory of Truth. 

 



Ethics 

 Ethics, also known as moral philosophy, is a branch 

of philosophy that addresses questions about 

morality—that is, concepts such as good and evil, right 

and wrong, virtue and vice, justice, etc.  

 



Problems of Ethics 

 The central questions raised in this course in 

ethics are : 

 (1) What is the nature of the life of excellence?, 

(2) What is the ultimate worth of the goals you 

seek? 

 (3) What specific courses of conduct, in keeping 

with these goals, will help lead to the life of 

excellence?  



Logic 

 Logic is  the system or principles of reasoning 

applicable to any branch of knowledge or study. 

   



Problems of Logic 

 Consistency, validity, soundness, and completeness 

 Among the important problems that logic can have: 

 Consistency, which means that no theorem of the system 
contradicts another.  

 Validity, which means that the system's rules of proof will never 
allow a false inference from true premises. A logical system has 
the property of soundness when the logical system has the 
property of validity and only uses premises that prove true (or, in 
the case of axioms, are true by definition). 

 Completeness, which means that if a theorem is true, it can be 
proven.  

 Soundness, which means that the premises are true and the 
argument is valid.  



Conclusion… 

 Philosophy is the study of general and fundamental 
problems, such as those connected with existence, 
knowledge, values, reason, mind, and language. Here 
we have discussed about the main branches and 
problems of philosophy. Metaphysics, Epistemology, 
Ethics and Logic is concerned to our course. 
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